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Since June 6th is the anniversary of the Allied invasion of Normandy. I thought I would include an
article about the troop train wreck at Jellico TN
July 1944 one month after the invasion began.
Kingsport Times Tennessee 1944-07-07
17 Killed In Troop Train Wreck.
Jellico, Tenn, - AP – At least 17 persons, all but two
of them soldiers, were killed last night when a troop
train plunged into a 50-foot gorge of the Clear River
11 miles South of here.
DR. E. P. MUNCY, resident physician of Knoxville's General Hospital, said the death toll probably
would exceed 40.
The locomotive and four cars were piled at the ravine's bottom, and a fifth hung over the precipitous
edge, where it left the Louisville and Nashville
railroad tracks.
One soldier, identified by Army Public Relations as
Pvt. LEONARD BATTAG, of Evanston, Ill., was
still pinned in the bottom of a wrecked car 12 hours
after the crash, with four dead men piled on him. He
regained consciousness and talked with rescuers as
acetylene torches cut through twisted steel nearby.
The youth, in the Army only 13 days, asked a doctor
if he was in a plane.
“It sure looks like it,” he said. “This is a lot better
hole than on that train.” He is the son of MR. And
MRS. FRANK BATTAG of Evanston.
By noon six bodies had been brought to the government hospital at Oak Ridge, Tenn., and eight other
bodies were reported on the way there. Army authorities at the hospital said that they had admitted
80 injury cases and had at least four more on the
way and there were nine additional cases of soldiers
given first aid treatment but not requiring hospitalization.
A partial death list released by the Army included
the following enlisted men, with serial numbers but
with home addresses still not known:
DONALD J. CLARK (35845018), WILLIAM M.
GOREY (35845175), DALE MATTIX (35844937),
W. H. McCHESNEY (35844928).
Among the injured were the following three railroad
porters, all from Indianapolis: WILLIAM EUGENE
McANULTY, SHERMAN COLLEY and THOMAS E. JONES, Extent of their injuries was not
announced.
JOHN RUGGLES, in charge of the Knoxville office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, said that
possibilities of sabotage in connection with the
wreck were being investigated.
Work of extricating the victims from the locomotive
and five cars which tumbled down the steep 50-foot
bank to the shallow stream was slow and unofficial
estimate placed the casualties as high as 25 dead and
250 hurt.
The train was a special carrying only soldiers and
the train crew.
An emergency train made up from the twelve cars
which did not leave the track left this morning taking fifty of the injured to Lake City, Tenn., en route
to the government hospital at Oak Ridge, Tenn., and
at least thirty other injured service men were sent to
Oak Ridge Hospital in ambulances.

State Guard Company C from Knoxville, commanded by Captain BEN SANDERS, joined military police in patroling the wreck scene this morning as acetelyne[sic] torches were used to cut away
portions of the cars and slings and pulleys were
used to move the injured men up the bank.
The kitchen and baggage cars of the southbound
train, reported carrying more than 1,000 soldiers
just out of basic training were burned.
Express Agent C. L. ALLEY of Jellico said first
rescues were made by nearby mountainfolk who
tediously hoisted the injured by block and tackle
slings up the shrubbery-lined gorge. Waiting ambulances rushed the injured to hospitals in Lake City,
LaFollette and Jellico, and Corbin and Williamsburg, Ky.
Rescue Work.
Rescuers worked doggedly early today to free two
soldiers trapped in one of the smashed coaches.
Doctors gave blood plasma transfusions to one of
them, pinned down in the gorge wreckage. Two
others who had been trapped were extricated, one of
them dead.
The fireman, identified at a Jellico hospital as J. W.
TUMMINS, of Etowah, died in the institution several hours after he was hurled free of the wreckage.
Capt. KILBURN BROWN, Army public relations
officer, said identification of the dead was proceeding slowly. He explained most of the soldiers either
had been in their berths at the time of the crash, or
were in the wash rooms, preparing for bed. The
crash tossed personal belongings together, and in
some cases caused loss of identification tags.
A soldier, treated at Jellico Hospital, whose name
was withheld, said the crash occurred “just after we
finished chow,” and said he thought the fire started
in the train kitchen.
“I was in an upper berth,” he said, “and was almost
thrown out when we went around a curve. Just a
moment later she banged off the track.”
Jellico and LaFollette (Tenn.) Red Cross Chapters
sent canteens to the wreck area to serve injured and
rescue workers.
Reporter WILLARD YARBROUGH of the Knoxville Journal telephoned his paper what he counted
seven dead when he climbed into the engine room
and looked out. He said two more dead were lying
in the stream, running two to four feet at the wreck
scene.
Soldiers Hurt.
“One soldier pinned in the wreckage cried, 'Get me
out of here or let me die right here',”
YARBROUGH said. “Another soldier being carried
across the stream on a stretcher asked his rescuers
to let him die right there.”
The engineer, identified by the railroad as JOHN C.
ROLLINS, of Etowah, Tenn., was “somewhere
beneath his engine,” YARBROUGH said and the
fireman was picked up from the spot to which he
was hurled and brought to Jellico hospital.
Private WALLACE LEWIS of Canton, Ohio, a
passenger on one of the cars hurled into the gorge,
said, “I saw a big flash, and someone said, 'There's

going to be a wreck.' There was. I crawled out of the
car, fell into the shallow creek, and then stumbled
out.”
In this Cumberland Mountain section on the Kentucky-Tennessee line, the L. and N. tracks traverse
numerous trestles over deep gorges and loop around
hairpin turns.
Ten Army doctors and 12 Army ambulances were
rushed to the scene from Clinton. They carried ample supplies of blood plasma.
Express Agent ALLEY, who said the train carried
1,000 soldiers, reported early today the cars remaining upright had been switched to another track and
were proceeding to their destination.
Army Released Jellico Casualty List
July 6, 1944:
The dead:
RUSSELL J. ALQUIST, Paducah, Kentucky.
ROBERT H. BAIRD, Canton, Ohio.
LEONARD J. BETTAG, Evansville, Indiana.
CHARLES B. BOSWELL, Paducah, Kentucky.
CHARLES BRITZKE, LaPorte, Indiana.
JACK C. BROWN, Louisville, Ohio.
JAMES W. BUCHANAN, Buttonsville, West Virginia.
WILLIAM R. CATHEY, Paducah, Kentucky.
CHARLES T. CLAPP, Paducah, Kentucky.
DONALD J. CLARK, North Canton, Ohio.
JAMES N. CLARK, Paducah, Kentucky.
WAYNE E. CLEMMENS, Warren, Ohio.
ROBERT C. CLINGERMAN, Elkins, West Virginia.
RAYMOND COLE, Brazil, Indiana.
GEORGE E. EAVES, Orwell, Ohio.
WILLIAM N. GOREY, Pataskala, Ohio.
DONALD E. HILL, Canton, Ohio.
EUGENE L. HILTON, Menett, Missouri.
RAYMOND B. KIESLING, Canton, Ohio.
RAYMOND B. LILLIE, Warren, Ohio.
DON P. MASLINE, North Canton, Ohio.
DALE MATTIX, JR., Akron, Ohio.
WILLIAM E. McCHESNEY, Akron, Ohio.
RICHARD W. MILLER, Toledo, Ohio.
RAY W. PARKER, Trenton, Ohio.
AUSTIN E. PAUMIER, Louisville, Ohio.
HERBERT REICHLE, Bedford, Ohio.
JOSEPH G. SHIPBAUGH, Canton, Ohio.
JOHN R. WICKLINE, Orient, Ohio.
JOHN R. WISBERGER, Akron, Ohio.
RAY WOOD, JR., Kevin, Kentucky.
CLARENCE M. WRIGHT, Minerva, Ohio.
RAYMOND W. YAPP, Paducah, Kentucky.
HARGIS SALYER, Balyersville, Kentucky.
JOHN (LYLE) C. ROLLINS, engineer of train.
JOHN WILLIAM TUMMINS, fireman of train.
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Photo of part of the Monument at Jellico, listing the names of those killed in the wreck.
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DON ALVEY: Don had abdominal surgery the middle of
May; everything went well and
after several days in the hospital, he has been recovering
nicely at home. Keep him,
Judy, and Ron in your thoughts
and prayers. We hope to see
them back at their posts in the
Gift Shop soon.
P&L: If you have not had a
chance to read the article about
the P&L in the June edition of
TRAINS, find a copy and read
it. It is extremely informative
and interesting written….Word
is that because of increasingly
longer western coal trains coming into Paducah onto the P&L,
that the railroad has plans to
make tracks in the North and
South Yards, longer, perhaps by
combing two tracks, in order to
accommodate them.
VMV/NRE: Ever since the Illinois Central sold its Kentucky
Division and the Paducah
Shops over 25 years ago, the
shops have used the trade name,
VMV PADUCAH BILT. This
continued even after their acquisition by National Railway
Equipment, who has three other
rebuild shops, a number of
years ago.
Now this is changing and the

parent company plans to phase
out the “VMV’ and call the facility NRE (Paducah). New
signage has already been put in
place. This seems to be in line
with most large national corporations who like to promote
only one major brand name.
LOCOMOTIVE SIGHTINGS: The following are some
of the varied locomotives seen
by this write during the past
month, both at VMV and in
North Yard: The most unusual
was on May 13, where deep in
the middle of the yard were five
brand new BNSF SD 70 ACe’s;
no word on their destination.
Also in the yards that day was
Kiamichi Railway GP 38 3031
pulling several cars; and the
BNSF local with GP 28 1520
and GP 38 2292. AT VMV
shops were Natchez Railway
NTZR 2147 and an unknown
SD in primer paint.
On June 2nd at VMV was P&L
GP 38 3808, GMTX 2283, an
old Conrail locomotive 4083.
Also on that day got a glimpse
behind the tank shop of what
appeared to be an export locomotive in yellow and blue paint
with the marking PB 2, with
stars on the nose. On June 3rd
was GMTX 2637 (a leader in
Evansville Western colors, and
GMTX 228o3 in the regular
blue and white………On June
4th a Loran Maintenance of

Way train of four cars was tied
up at the Clark St. P&I crossing.
1518 LOCOMOTIVE: The
June 3rd, PADUCAH SUN carried a picture and story saying
that the city has in its draft
budget the sum of $ 80,000.00,
for the painting and cosmetic
restoration of the locomotive
and tender. This is based on a
proposal from Wasatch Rail
Company which restores locomotives and rail cars. Some of
us have been working on the
city for years to get this far, but
it is not a done deal as there appear to be differences in opinion among the city commissioners, and any project of that size
will have to be bid. Also, no
final decision has been made of
disposition of the mail/baggage
combine and transfer caboose.
But at least it is finally out there
and on the agenda.
NOSTALGIC STEAM: On
Father’s Day week-end, the
Grand Canyon Railroad will
run four round trip trains from
Williams, AZ to the canyon,
pulled by former C.B. &Q. 2-82 4960. The GCR keeps this
locomotive, which now burns
used vegetable oil, on hand,
but uses it only on special occasions. A (very) few of us remember riding behind this engine when the Burlington ran a

steam special excursion from
Paducah to Metropolis and return in the early 1960’s. Tickets
were purchased at the N.C. &
St. L. Freight House, now the
Commerce Center. We have a
flyer on the excursion in the
museum.

for the office of President ,
which office has been held for
many years by Gregory Molloy.
Every chapter member is urged
to read your ballot, check out
the candidates (on line or otherwise), and mark and send in
your vote.

TRAIN TO CHINA: According to TRAINS NEWSWIRE,
the Chinese government railway agency is considering a
high speed rail link across Siberia, under the Bering Strait, and
across Alaska and Canada to
the U.S. The tunnel under the
strait would be 125 miles long.
If you live long enough, you
may be able to catch Amtrak in
Carbondale, and travel by rail
to Shanghai.

BLUEGRASS RAILROAD
MUSEUM EVENT: On Labor Day, September 1, the
BGRM will sponsor a Trains &
Tripod Photo Shoot Day at the
museum in Versailles. Cost is $
75.00, and is open to the public.
For more info click on
www.bluegrassrailroad.com or
call 859 873-2460.

STREAMLINER EVENT:
Those of us rail fans who like
the “E” and “F” diesels almost
as much as steam, would have
enjoyed the recent
“Streamliners at Spencer,”
event at Spencer, NC, where 25
of these classic locomotives, in
their various original railroad
paint schemes, were on display.
BIG BOY: On May 8, 2014.
UP 4014, arrived back home at
Cheyenne, WY for restoration
to make it run again.

MUSEUM: Attendance for
May was 229 by manual count.
This is about the same as last
year, 254. We hosted several
Sociology classes from
McCracken County H.S. who
were studying racial segregation and were interested in segregation on railroads, both from
a passenger and employee view
-point. We celebrated National
Train Day on May 10th with
special displays including the
big steam whistle from the
I.C.R.R. Shops Power House,
loaned by VMV, the live steam
model of I.C. American type
locomotive “Whiskey Dick,”
made by the late Price Glover,
loaned by Dexter Johnson, and
maintenance if way equipment
displays on the parking lot,
from P&L Railway and Abell
Railroad Maintenance

NRHS ELECTION REMINDER: Every member of
the NRHS should have received
a ballot for the election of
President, Vice President,
Global Director, and District
Governor for the NRHS. This
On May 17th, the museum
year there is a second contestant hosted around 25 members of

the N.C. & St. L. Preservation
Society after their tour of the
former NC Freight House, now
the Commerce Center. Curator
Amy Blewett displayed all of
the extensive NC photos and
documents we have in the museum. They came in at no
charge but made a generous donation.
We still need a volunteer(s) to
learn to operate the simulator.
At present the only qualified
operators are John and Ralph
Maxwell who live in Cave-InRock, Zack, a student who lives
in Jackson, Mo, and Logan,
who has job responsibilities.
This situation obviously creates
problems when none of them
are available. With no model
trains at present, we need the
simulator to be available for
visitors. If you feel you can take
on this responsibility on any
kind of regular basis, please see
John Maxwell at the museum.
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