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Having just attended a Coleman lantern col-

lectors convention, I thought I would find a 

story about lanterns and the railroads. 

This is a story by Doug Tuner and it is bor-

rowed from http://www.railroadiana.org/ 

[Regarding the use of lanterns for flag 
stops]: The practice on Canadian (and I pre-
sume American railways} was a green lantern 
and a white lantern side-by-side.  If it was 
daylight there was a flag, -- half white, half 
green -- to use. Every intermediate station had 
these appliances.  As an operator at Canadian 

Pacific Railway stations I frequently had to do 
this,  since at country and small town stations 
most passengers trains had to be "flagged"  to 
avoid simply stopping without any passengers 
to pick up. I believe lanterns were used for 
flagging trains right up till the time there were 
no more trains to flag.  At flag stops where 
there was no agent or operator, the combined 

white and green flag plus a white lantern and a 
green one were provided together with printed 
instructions on the wall.  These "stations" 
usually consisted of a small shed or shelter 
sometimes with a stove where the passengers 
could wait.  They also served as shelters for 
small freight and express shipments. It was the 
passengers job to light and place the lanterns 

(or use the flag if it was daytime)   The hogger 
(engineer) would give a couple of short,sharp 
blasts on the whistle to acknowledge the signal 
and then the passenger had to replace the 
equipment.  
 
Presumably, the lamps were kept filled by the 
section foreman who was also responsible for 
keeping the switch lamps alight and filled with 

kerosene.  In Canada the trackmen, i.e. those 
who maintained the track were called section-
men because a gang of three men and their 
foreman  were responsible for a definite sec-
tion of track usually about 5 to 8 miles long 
and went to work via a pump handcar every 
morning. They lived in dwellings provided by 
the company.  Nowadays they live at a central 

point in a town or city and drive out to work. . 
 
At a country station where I was relief night 
operator (6:00 PM to 2:00 AM ) I was quite 
busy at train time: selling tickets, checking 
baggage and booking last minute express ship-
ments so even when it wasn't really dark I 
simply set the two lanterns side by side at the 

edge of the platform and went about my busi-
ness.  That way, if I was busy I didn't have to 
worry about forgetting to flag the train! 
 
It was the job of the afternoon (2nd trick) or 
the night operator to make sure the lamps were 

cleaned and filled with oil.  If this fell to me I 
always did this first thing so the lamps were 
ready at hand and put outside so the smell 
didn't fill the station. At isolated stations with-

out electricity this included the train order 
signal and the station lamps which were pres-
surized Coleman lanterns or, more rarely 
Aladdin lamps.  The Canadian Pacific bought 
ones from Coleman that weren't commercially 
available. They  had nickel-plated oil tanks 
embossed "CPR" like the Adlake lan-
terns.  They also used these in the cabooses. 

 
[Regarding a question about how long kero-
sene lanterns lasted on the railways]:  They 
were still in use when I finally quit railroading 
in 1965, but their use by trainmen and switch-
men as signal lanterns had ended about 
1962.  My understanding was that there had 
been a fatal explosion of a leaking propane 

tank car in New Mexico about that time 
caused by a lantern, and all Canadian and 
American railways banned their use for every 
day signaling by brakeman, conductors, 
and switchmen.  They were replaced by elec-
tric lanterns also manufactured by Adlake and 
supplied to us free of charge by the company.  
 

I caught hell from the Assistant Superinten-
dent for using an oil lantern one night in Field 
B.C. yard because my electric lantern had 
burnt out and no battery was available so I 
grabbed a "Kero" from the yard office.  Be-
fore this time many brakemen and conductors 
had bought their own electric lanterns.  How-
ever, they [Kero's] continued in use for the 
purpose above and also for demarcating track 

over which trains had to proceed at less than 
normal speed --in railroad parlance, a "slow 
order".  This involved the use of lanterns with 
yellow, red and green globes.  In fact, that's 
the only place I ever saw yellow-globed lan-
terns used.  I should add the only kerosene 
lanterns I saw on the CPR and Canadian Na-
tional were the Adlake "Kero".  They were 

made under licence by the Hiram L. Piper Co. 
of Montreal, Que. a company which also 
made switch lamps and marker lamps. 
 
One other piece of information I could 
add:  What you call an inspector's lantern 
was not used by car inspectors on the CPR but 
rather by trackmen who patrolled dangerous 

sections of track at night using a small one-
man hand car called a velocipede.  This was 
done in canyons, tunnels, or slide areas etc. in 
advance of freight and passenger trains.  
 

 

The lantern used by car inspectors was a 
unique acetylene fueled one. It worked on the 
same principle as a miner's lamp, I think, with 
water dripping on carbide to produce the 

acetylene and some sort of mantle which gave 
it an intense, dazzling white light, almost like 
an arc lamp.  Such a bright light was necessary 
to detect cracked wheels etc.  They looked 
very impressive and were nickel plated but 
were banned at the same time as lanterns for 
hand-signaling presumably for the same rea-
son (open flame).  I always regret that I didn't 

ask a carman if he could get me one after their 
use was abandoned. 
 
At my first job at Taft B.C. in 1957 the agent 
showed me a neat trick for cleaning lantern 
globes (particularly in winter  when the station 
coal stove was going full blast). Remove the 
globe, throw a bit of snow or water on the 

stove top, place the globe on the stove top 
positioned to capture the steam from the 
evaporating snow on its inside, then polish the 
now-fogged lens with a blank train order 
form.  Worked beautifully|    
 
The older conductors had a trick with a differ-
ent purpose: put a mothball in the oil reservoir. 

They claimed it made the flame clearer and 
brighter.  Not something one should do in a 
building in view of the fact that mothballs are 

now believed to be carcinogenic!   

A Prized Canadian Pacific Coleman 

Lantern as mentioned in the article. 

It has CPR embossed on the Fount.  

This lantern was on display at the 

I.C.C.C (International Coleman Col-

lectors club) convention this past 

June in Charlotte, MI  



 
P&L/EVWR:  On June 27th, I 

visited the Mt. Vernon, IN 

River Port as a participant in 

the Paducah Community Lead-
ers Tour, which also went to 

Bowling Green, Owensboro 

and Henderson. This port is 

served by the Evansville West-
ern and is listed as the eight 

largest inland river port. It 

serves 22 industries, has 400 

employees, handles over four 
million tons of cargo annually, 

and is composed of over one 

thousand acres. There are tracks 

all over; at one location I saw 

seven side by side. The EVWR 
headquarters are on that site, 

and I saw several EVWR loco-

motives in the P&L green & 

white paint scheme, along with 
a couple of the SD 90 leased 

units. 

 

1518 TRAIN DISPLAY:  Pro-
gress has slowed. The city has 

reduced its budget allocation 

from $ 80,000 to $50,000 be-

cause of other demands and be-
cause Commissioner Allan 

Rhodes thinks it can be done 

cheaper than the proposal from 

a professional restorer. The 

mayor has informally appointed 
Commissioner Rhodes to inves-

tigate further. As stated earlier, 

no firm decision has made on 

what will be done with the bag-
gage/mail car and transfer ca-

boose. At present there is no 

money set aside to repaint them 

and there has been discussion 

about disposing of them to 
make more room for murals. 

Stay tuned, and if you have an 

opinion, let one of the city com-

missioners or mayor know. 
 

P&I: Previous News & Views 

has mentioned the problems in-

stalling the crossing gates at the 
double track Pines Road cross-

ing. Now a proposal has been 

put before the Paducah City 

Commission to close North 34th 
St. at the crossing and make a 

cul-de-sac there. If done, that 

will simplify putting in the 

gates. ( I hope not that makes 

for bad traffic flow if they close 
that –ED) 

 

PORT OF CATES LAND-

ING:  By contrast, this is a 
new, much smaller port on the 

Mississippi, near Tiptonville, 

TN. It was recently announced 

the railroad holding company 
R. J. Corman has contracted to 

operate the port. However, at 

this time there is no rail connec-

tion although the word is that 
one is planned to connect with 

short line Tenn-Ken Railway. 

The Tenn-Ken is the former 

I.C. branch from Dyersburg, 

TN to Hickman, KY (another 
port). With the appointment of 

R. J. Corman, local officials are 

optimistic about the future of 

the port. 
 

SIGHTINGS: Not much of in-

terest to report. On June 17th 
drove through the yards and on 

the spur across from the diesel 

shop saw four of P&L’s leased 

SD 90’s. Reportedly they are 
finally going on lease to P&L 

and are going to the Indiana 

Railroad. The same trip I saw 

the BNSF local pulling out with 
44 cars for which there was a 

lot of power on the front: 3142, 

an old SD50 still in BN cascade 

green; 2183 & 2008,  both 
GP38-2’s; and 4161 a GE Dash

-44 CW. All with BNSF report-

ing marks. The only thing out 

of the ordinary seen at VMV 

was an SD 40-2 3408 from the 
Marquette Railroad, which is 

part of the Genesee & Wyo-

ming family. 

 

RAIL DISPLAY AT DIS-

COVERY PARK:  One day 

this month Ann and I visited the 

American Discovery Park at 
Union City, TN. It is amazing 

to see such a facility displaying 

all forms of American history 

arise from a field in a small city 
only an hour’s drive from Padu-

cah. One part of the park is the 

rail history display including a 

restored depot with exhibits, 

three passenger cars, a steam 
locomotive, and other rail arti-

facts. Although beautifully 

done, it is somewhat disconcert-

ing to a rail fan that the cars and 
locomotive in an “American” 

Bob Johnston   
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Roundhouse Notes 

Discovery Park” are Swedish 

(the park bought them from 
some entity in the Northeast). 

The interior of the cars are 

Swedish motif and lettering, but 

the exteriors are painted in the 
colors and logos of the railroads 

that served Union City: L&N, 

GM&O and IC. There is also a 

restored GM&O caboose.  
Of course to the casual visitor, 

it won’t make much difference, 

and the park is well worth a 

visit. Although there is a three 
story main building with a 

tower filled with displays, there 

are four large outside areas with 

various buildings and displays, 

and a lot of walking is involved. 
 

TUNNEL HILL TRAIL & 

PARKER CITY: On June 14t, 

member Mike Favre and I 
drove first to Vienna and visited 

the Johnson County Visitors 

Center located on IL 146. It is 

in the old CB&Q depot, for-
merly at Foreman (Belknap) IL 

where the Burlington and the 

Big Four crossed. It was moved 

to a farm for a corn crib for 
many years before being moved 

up to Vienna and rehabbed. It 

contains many railroad photos 

and artifacts, principally of the 

C. & E. I. RR. The other mu-
seum across the street, which is 

the headquarters for the rail-

bike trail, was closed. We then 

drove up to Stonefort which is 
on the trail, and visited the rail-

road museum there (it is owned 

by the woman whose father 

purchased it from the railroad). 
It also contains many interest-

ing pictures, memorabilia, and 

artifacts from its railroad his-

tory, plus a hardware museum, 

and local history.  The first per-
son we saw was Ralph Max-

field, who was a docent that 

day.  

      We then rode our bikes a 
mile up to the overhead bridge 

where the CN Edgewood Cut-

Off crossed the Big Four, but 

saw no trains and the foliage 
was too thick to climb up to the 

tracks. 

      Returning to Stonefort, we 

loaded the bikes and drove the 
4 ½ miles south to New Burn-

side where we unloaded the 

bikes and rode 2 miles down to 

the site of Parker City where 

the Big Four built in 1872, was 
later crossed by the I.C. line 

from Paducah to Marion in the 

late l880’s. 

There was a “Union Station,” 
hotel, stores, a restaurant, and 

many homes, but after the last 

tracks were removed in the 

1950’s it has reverted to deep 
forest, with only the massive 

concrete abutments of the over-

head bridge remaining to mark 

the spot. An interesting day! 
 

HELP WANED:  There have 

been classified ads in the Padu-

cah SUN run by VMV/NRE for 

experienced locomotive electri-
cians. Reply to Box 2300, Pa-

ducah, 42002. 

 

AMTRAK FUNDING: As 
usual there is an ongoing battle 

in both the U.S. Senate and 

House to slash and/or restore 

funding to keep Amtrak viable. 
Already many amenities on the 

trains have been eliminated, and 

free meals for sleeping car pas-

sengers may be next. If you 

have an opinion, you might 
want to let your Senator or Rep-

resentative know. 

 

MUSEUM:  Manual count 
shows 375 visitors, a slight de-

crease from June last year. We 

have had several groups such as 

Boys & Girls Club that have 
helped. My apologies to John 

Maxfield whose name I again 

misspelled last whose name I 

misspelled in last month’s New 
& Views. The message still 

holds that we need additional 

volunteers to learn to operate 

the simulator, as well as to 

show up when we have groups 
coming in, including the river 

boats. If you feel you can help 

on any kind of regular basis on 

the simulator, please contact 
John Maxfield. 

PROGRAM: 

Our Guest Speaker will be  

Mike McGregor of the Ken-
tucky Dept of Transportation. 

Tuesday July 8th at 7PM at the 

museum meeting room. 
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Meeting  

Tuesday July 8th  

Paducah Railroad 

Museum Meeting 

Room  

7PM  

 

Abandoned depot in Charlotte MI. Tracks are still there to the right. This line was part of the 

Grand Valley Rail Road that ran from Jackson to Grand Rapids and was completed on Janu-

ary 1. 1870   

Conrail sold this branch-line to the Grand Trunk Western who sold it to the Charlotte South-

ern in 1999. The Charlotte Southern provides freight service between the Grand Trunk to the 

north, and the Eaton Farm Bureau Cooperative on M-50. The Old Road Dinner Train makes 

a leisurely 2-hour round trip through historic Charlotte and the countryside east of town.  


